
Title: Welcome the King 

Passage: Mark 11:1-11 

Now when they drew near to Jerusalem, to Bethphage and Bethany, at the Mount of Olives, Jesus sent two of 

his disciples and said to them, “Go into the village in front of you, and immediately as you enter it you will find 

a colt tied, on which no one has ever sat. Untie it and bring it. If anyone says to you, ‘Why are you doing this?’ 

say, ‘The Lord has need of it and will send it back here immediately.’” And they went away and found a colt 

tied at a door outside in the street, and they untied it. And some of those standing there said to them, “What are 

you doing, untying the colt?” And they told them what Jesus had said, and they let them go. And they brought 

the colt to Jesus and threw their cloaks on it, and he sat on it. And many spread their cloaks on the road, and 

others spread leafy branches that they had cut from the fields. And those who went before and those who 

followed were shouting, “Hosanna! Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord! Blessed is the coming 

kingdom of our father David! Hosanna in the highest!” 

And he entered Jerusalem and went into the temple. And when he had looked around at everything, as it was 

already late, he went out to Bethany with the twelve. 

 

Introduction: 

Why are people fascinated with the concepts of a king/monarchy? 

- ex: England's king; Thailand's king 

- While America doesn't have a monarchy, people "crown" others as a focus of attention on a pedestal. 

- "Democracy is medicine, not food" 

- T. Keller: we have a memory trace to one True King.  We are built to adore, serve, and attend to a King who is 

greater than any other. 

- if we reject the One True King, we will find another "king" to look up to or find one to save us in someway 

(ex: single person seeking another who will "save" them, working person looking to work/boss to "save" them, 

etc.) 

 

Jesus: The One True King 
Hebrews 1:1-4 (The Supremacy of Jesus) 

Long ago, at many times and in many ways, God spoke to our fathers by the prophets, but in these last days he 

has spoken to us by his Son, whom he appointed the heir of all things, through whom also he created the world. 

He is the radiance of the glory of God and the exact imprint of his nature, and he upholds the universe by the 

word of his power. After making purification for sins, he sat down at the right hand of the Majesty on high, 

having become as much superior to angels as the name he has inherited is more excellent than theirs. 

 

Hebrews 1:8-12 

But of the Son he says, 

“Your throne, O God, is forever and ever, 

the scepter of uprightness is the scepter of your kingdom. You have loved righteousness and hated 

wickedness; therefore God, your God, has anointed you with the oil of gladness beyond your companions.” 

And, 

“You, Lord, laid the foundation of the earth in the beginning, and the heavens are the work of your hands; they 

will perish, but you remain; they will all wear out like a garment, like a robe you will roll them up, like a 

garment they will be changed. But you are the same, and your years will have no end.” 

 

Old Testament - Repeatedly Pointed to Jesus 
Luke 24:27 

And beginning with Moses and all the Prophets, he interpreted to them in all the Scriptures the things 

concerning himself. 

 

- Garden of Eden: model of God's kingdom; how God designed the world: which submits to God's rule. 

- But man (Adam/Eve) chose to reject God's rule. 

Genesis 3:15 (God's promise of a Redeemer after the Fall) 



I will put enmity between you and the woman, and between your offspring and her offspring; he shall bruise 

your head, and you shall bruise his heel. 

 

Jesus comes out of tribe of Judah 

Genesis 49:10 

The scepter shall not depart from Judah, 

nor the ruler's staff from between his feet, 

until tribute comes to him; and to him shall be the obedience of the peoples. 

 

Psalms contained prophecy of an Anointed One 
Psalms 2:2 

The kings of the earth set themselves, 

and the rulers take counsel together, 

against the Lord and against his Anointed, saying, 

Psalms 22:14-18 

I am poured out like water, and all my bones are out of joint; my heart is like wax; it is melted within my 

breast; my strength is dried up like a potsherd, and my tongue sticks to my jaws; you lay me in the dust of 

death. For dogs encompass me; a company of evildoers encircles me; they have pierced my hands and feet— I 

can count all my bones— they stare and gloat over me; they divide my garments among them, and for my 

clothing they cast lots. 

Psalms 89:27-29 

And I will make him the firstborn, the highest of the kings of the earth. My steadfast love I will keep for him 

forever, and my covenant will stand firm for him. I will establish his offspring forever and his throne as the days 

of the heavens. 

Psalms 110:2 

The LORD sends forth from Zion your mighty scepter. Rule in the midst of your enemies! 

 

Each major OT book contained prophecy of Jesus 
Isaiah 9:6-7 

For to us a child is born, to us a son is given; and the government shall be upon his shoulder, and his name shall 

be called Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God, Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace. Of the increase of his 

government and of peace there will be no end, on the throne of David and over his kingdom, to establish it and 

to uphold it with justice and with righteousness from this time forth and forevermore. The zeal of the Lord of 

hosts will do this. 

Isaiah 32:1 

Behold, a king will reign in righteousness, 

and princes will rule in justice. 

Jeremiah 23:5 

“Behold, the days are coming, declares the Lord, when I will raise up for David a righteous Branch, and he shall 

reign as king and deal wisely, and shall execute justice and righteousness in the land. 

Ezekiel 21:27 

A ruin, ruin, ruin I will make it. This also shall not be, until he comes, the one to whom judgment belongs, and I 

will give it to him. 

Daniel 7:13-14 

I saw in the night visions, and behold, with the clouds of heaven there came one like a son of man, and he came 

to the Ancient of Days and was presented before him. And to him was given dominion and glory and a 

kingdom, that all peoples, nations, and languages should serve him; his dominion is an everlasting 

dominion, which shall not pass away, and his kingdom one that shall not be destroyed. 

Micah 5:2-4 

But you, O Bethlehem Ephrathah, who are too little to be among the clans of Judah, from you shall come forth 

for me one who is to be ruler in Israel, whose coming forth is from of old, from ancient days. Therefore he shall 

give them up until the time when she who is in labor has given birth; then the rest of his brothers shall return to 



the people of Israel. And he shall stand and shepherd his flock in the strength of the Lord, in the majesty of the 

name of the Lord his God. And they shall dwell secure, for now he shall be great to the ends of the earth. 

Hosea 11:1 

When Israel was a child, I loved him, and out of Egypt I called my son. 

Zechariah 9:9 

Rejoice greatly, O daughter of Zion! Shout aloud, O daughter of Jerusalem! Behold, your king is coming to 

you; righteous and having salvation is he, humble and mounted on a donkey, on a colt, the foal of a donkey. 

- Jesus fulfilled over a 100 prophecies in the Old Testament 

- 1 person fulfilling 8 prophecies: 1 in 100,000,000,000,000,000  

- statistically, this is unexplainable apart from pointing to Jesus' deity. 

 

When Jesus arrived, people expected One to fulfill prophecy 
Matthew 1:21-23 

She will bear a son, and you shall call his name Jesus, for he will save his people from their sins.” All this took 

place to fulfill what the Lord had spoken by the prophet: “Behold, the virgin shall conceive and bear a son, and 

they shall call his name Immanuel” 

(which means, God with us). 

Matthew 2:2 

[Magi] saying, “Where is he who has been born king of the Jews? For we saw his star when it rose and have 

come to worship him.” 

Mark 1:15 

“The time is fulfilled, and the kingdom of God is at hand; repent and believe in the gospel.” 

John 1:49 

Nathanael answered him, “Rabbi, you are the Son of God! You are the King of Israel!” 

 

Jesus' teachings also repeatedly pointed to His Kingship/Kingdom 
- parables that analogized Him and the kingdom of heaven  

Parable of Vineyard's Son - Mark 12 

Mark 12:9-11 

What will the owner of the vineyard do? He will come and destroy the tenants and give the vineyard to others. 

Have you not read this Scripture: “‘The stone that the builders rejected has become the cornerstone; this was the 

Lord's doing, and it is marvelous in our eyes’?” 

Matthew 20:21 

And he said to her, “What do you want?” She said to him, “Say that these two sons of mine are to sit, one at 

your right hand and one at your left, in your kingdom.” 

Matthew 22:1-2 

And again Jesus spoke to them in parables, saying, “The kingdom of heaven may be compared to a king who 

gave a wedding feast for his son, 

Matthew 27:11 

Now Jesus stood before the governor, and the governor asked him, “Are you the King of the Jews?” Jesus said, 

“You have said so.” 

 

Reactions to the King's Coming 
Palm Sunday: 

"And many spread their cloaks on the road, and others spread leafy branches that they had cut from the fields. 

And those who went before and those who followed were shouting, “Hosanna! Blessed is he who comes in the 

name of the Lord! Blessed is the coming kingdom of our father David! Hosanna in the highest!” 

- people did not understand the nature of the salvation that the Messiah was to bring. 

- instead, they merely were looking for a king to free them from Roman oppression.   

- Likewise, do we view and look for a "king" to merely serve our own purposes? 

 

Psalm 2 



- discusses the Anointed One's kingdom 

- as well as the nations' kings reactions: 

Psalms 2:3 

“Let us burst their bonds apart and cast away their cords from us.” 

- meaning: we do not want to be owned or ruled by Another; deny God's ownership rights. 

- it points to our flesh as not wanting to be ruled by anything else.  "I am my own". Following the lie (I know 

better; I am the king of my own domain). 

- we all naturally hate the King 

Romans 8:7 

For the mind that is set on the flesh is hostile to God, for it does not submit to God's law; indeed, it cannot. 

 

Question: Are you serving the True King? 

Psalms 2:10-12 

Now therefore, O kings, be wise; be warned, O rulers of the earth. Serve the Lord with fear, and rejoice with 

trembling. Kiss the Son, lest he be angry, and you perish in the way, for his wrath is quickly kindled. Blessed 

are all who take refuge in him. 

 

- There is no refuge from the King, but we can find refuge in the King. 

Romans 2:6-8 

He will render to each one according to his works: to those who by patience in well-doing seek for glory and 

honor and immortality, he will give eternal life; but for those who are self-seeking and do not obey the truth, but 

obey unrighteousness, there will be wrath and fury. 

- We all will one day face the King, held accountable for our sins 

 

Are we ready to submit to God?  Find lasting peace in Jesus' words: 

Matthew 11:28-30 

Come to me, all who labor and are heavy laden, and I will give you rest. Take my yoke upon you, and learn 

from me, for I am gentle and lowly in heart, and you will find rest for your souls. For my yoke is easy, and my 

burden is light. 

 

What is your attitude?  

 

Application Points 

Obey Him 
- submit to all of God's commands, not pick and choose. 

- selective obedience results from a heart that merely places God as a "consultant" rather than as a King. 

- not perfectly but strive for continual submission through the power of the Spirit 

Submit to Him 
- submit to the one True King 

Rely on Him 
- rely on Him alone.  Don't bring anything extra to the table. 

Expect 
- don't be pessimistic as to what the True King can do. 

John 14:13-14 

Whatever you ask in my name, this I will do, that the Father may be glorified in the Son. If you ask me anything 

in my name, I will do it. 

- don't minimize who the King is and His goodness. 

- pray with courage and boldness for God's favor and hand. 

- no refuge can exist apart from the King but there is amazing refuge in the King 

 

 


